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  2008 SIPS Building Excellence Awards 

The Structural Insulated Panel Association (SIPA) is hosting the sixth annual Building 
Excellence Awards to recognize association members that build exemplary projects using 
structural insulated panels (SIPs).  The outstanding work of association members helps 
SIPA promote the energy efficient, labor-saving and durability benefits of SIPs. 
 

Homes and commercial buildings completed between January 1, 2007 and December 31, 
2007 and that meet the criteria outlined below are eligible for awards.  Award categories 
include: 
 

 Single Family Homes over 3,000 sq. ft. 
 Single Family Homes under 3,000 sq. ft. 
 Multi-Family Commercial Buildings 
 Agricultural Structures 
 Commercial/Industrial/Institutional Structures 
 
Who is Eligible? 
 

 The submitting company must be a current SIPA member in good standing. 
 Structural insulated panels must be used on a minimum of 50% of the building envelope, 

to be determined by square footage of exterior walls and roof. 
 A SIPA Manufacturer Member must have manufactured the panels used in the 

construction of the project and the project must be built by a SIPA member. 
Manufacturers or installers involved in the project who are not SIPA members may apply 
for membership with their entry, but must be full members in good standing prior to the 
closing date for the entry to remain eligible. 

 Award application and accompanying photographs must be received by February 25, 
2008. 

 Project must be completed between January 1, 2007 and December 31, 2007. 
 
Winning Entries 
 

One winner will be chosen from each category. From those selected winners, an Overall 
Competition Winner and a Runner-Up will be named. An additional award will be given to 
the project deemed the “Most Unique Application of SIPs,” chosen from all entries 
submitted.  
 

 Winners are recognized with an award at the Building Excellence Awards Luncheon on 
March 18 at the 2008 SIPA Annual Meeting & Conference, in New Orleans, Louisiana. 

 SIPA will promote all winning entries through both internal and external promotional 
media, including the SIPA website, SIPA’s quarterly electronic newsletter, Onsite@SIPA, 
and SIPA press releases. 

 Winners can differentiate themselves as award winning builders of energy efficient 
homes. 

 

Contact SIPA Communications Manager Chris Schwind with any questions regarding the 
use of this form (chris@sips.org). Please complete the checklist before submission. 
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Judging Criteria 
 

Each entry will be judged on its success in meeting the following criteria: 
 

 Energy Efficiency (to be proven with a HERS rating or other substantiating method). 
 Design and/or structural engineering innovation. 
 Other SIPs-related factors that contributed to the overall success of the project. 
 
Guidelines 
 

1. Member companies may make multiple entries, but a separate entry form must be 
completed for each entry. 

 

2. Each entry must be accompanied by photographic support. Two photos showing different 
views of the completed project must be submitted with each entry. Other photos showing 
stages of construction are highly recommended, but not required.  

 

3. Digital submissions must be at least 2400x3000 pixels, or 8” x 10” @ 300 dpi. Print 
submissions must be 8” x 10”. Entries submitted without required photographic support 
will not be considered for the competition. 

 

4. SIPA has the right to use the photos to promote SIPs to the construction industry. All 
photographs and slides will only be returned if a self-addressed & stamped envelope is 
provided with the entry. 

 

5. Each entry should include a floor plan of the project. A single page line drawing no larger 
than 17” x 22” in size is sufficient. Please do not send full blueprints. 

 

6. Each entry should provide supporting documents that quantify energy efficiency, such as 
HERS or ENERGY STAR ratings, utility bill data, blower door testing, infrared 
thermography, or energy simulation results.  This information is not required, but 
inclusion will help the judges better understand your project and the benefits it offers to 
the building owner. 

 

7. Comments from the building owners regarding their satisfaction in the building are not 
required but are encouraged. 

 

8. Deadline for entries is February 25, 2008. All entries must be received at the SIPA office 
on or before that date. 

 

9. All winning and non-winning entries will be displayed at the SIPA Annual Meeting & 
Conference. 
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Application 
 
Participant Information 
Company Name Ferrier Custom Homes Contact Heather Ferrier 

Address 11255 Camp Bowie Blvd #115 

City, State and Zip Fort Worth, TX 76008-3692 

Phone 817.237.6262 Fax 817.237.5758 

Email heather@ferriercustomhomes.com Websit
e 

www.ferriercustomhomes.com 
 
Category entry  (check one category)  
 

Single Family Homes (over 3,000 sq. ft.)  Agricultural  
 

 

    
Single Family Homes (under 3,000 sq. ft.) x Institutional/Industrial/Commercial:  

    
Multi-Family    

 
Project Information 
Project Name Vaught Residence 

Address 6709 Veal Station Road 

City, State and Zip Weatherford, TX 76086 

Date Completed 3.9.07 

Total Cost of Project (exclusive of land) $419,000 

Dimensions of building (all floors of multi-store buildings) 

Foundation 60’-5 5/16” x 37’-8 1/16”= 2,105sf first floor, 885sf second floor (total 
2,990sf) 

 
Buil t  By  (If different than applicant – Members only) 
Company Name See above 

Contact Name  

Address  

City, State and Zip  
 
Panels Manufactured By  (Members only) 
Company Name FischerSIPS 

 
Designed By (if different than applicant– SIPA will only recognize members) 
Company Name William Peck & Associates 

Contact Name Bill Peck 

Address 105 W Main St. 
City, State and Zip Lewisville, TX 75057 
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Please answer each question with as much detail as possible to help in the judging 
process. 
 
Describe end use of building  

Custom, single-family home 
 
How did SIP construction help you get this job? 

The home was built for a husband & wife who were looking to retire within the next 5 years. They 
wanted to build a house they could afford to live in during their retirement years without being 
financially strapped because of ever-increasing energy bills. They understood the investment energy 
efficiency would require of them upfront, but knew that it would mean monthly savings, which would 
provide a level of security they needed when considering a fixed income. SIP’s were a part of the 
energy-efficient equation from day one for their t ime & energy savings, and as a result they sought us 
out because of our experience with SIP construction. With the homeowners’ cooperation, we hosted a 
“barn raising” event during the panel installation, and invited other interested consumers to come 
witness first hand the installation techniques. The homeowners invited their own friends, family & co-
workers to celebrate the special event with them. 

 

 
Specify unique features of why the project is deserving of recognition (new construction techniques, 
customer problems solved, time/labor savings, financial savings, etc.) 

The homeowners wanted one of the most green, energy-efficient homes in the nation, and we 
realized this goal by approaching their project in a very holistic manner, considering all components 
& their inter-relatedness. SIPs played a key part in this, by their inherent air t ightness, insulation 
value, strength & contribution to overall comfort. Proof that we attained the homeowners’ goals is 
verified by scoring the highest level of the NAHB’s Green Building Guidelines (among the other 
awards listed below), making it one of the greenest documented homes in the United States. The 
homeowners are reminded of this every time they open one of their extremely low energy bills (their 
new home is over 2 times the size of their previous home, but has lower energy bills) and prepare 
themselves to live the rest of their l ives in a healthy, green home that provides a level of security & 
dependabili ty that is hard to put a dollar value on. 

 
 
What energy efficient or green building products and/or techniques were incorporated into the 
building?  Please list any local or national energy efficient or green building certifications earned 
(ENERGY STAR, LEED, Built Green, etc.) 

This home was awarded NAHB’s Gold Level under their Green Building Guidelines, and was the 
2008 recipient of the Energy Value Housing Award Gold for a custom home in a hot climate, 
certif ied under Energy Star & Green Built North Texas . It also easily qualif ies under the DOE’s 
Builder’s Challenge, of which we were one of the founding builders of. These awards were 
achieved by proper passive solar orientation & shading, light colored metal roof & exterior, 19 
SEER AC, solar hot water system, insulated conditioned crawl space & attic, bamboo flooring, 
low/no VOC paints & stains, native landscaping, scrap lumber & sheetrock were recycled into 
mulch for landscaping, 100% recycled content PET carpet, regionally quarried Austin Limestone 
was used on the exterior, Tyvek HouseWrap, Dow Sill-Seal, durable James Hardie siding, all 
door & window openings were fleshed according to EEBA details, 100% fluorescent l ight fixtures, 
Energy Star appliances & ceiling fans, fireplace incorporates fresh air intake, no formaldehyde in 
plywood or MDF, efficient doors & windows, regionally harvested wood cabinetry, solar tubes 
used in closets for daylighting. 
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Which elements of the building (floors, walls, roof) were built with structural insulated panels?  What 
thicknesses of SIPs were used? 

Walls 4 ½”, Roof 8 ¼” 

 
 
Comments you would like in a news release on the specifics of this building 

Please do not release the exact address of the project out of respect for the homeowners’ 
privacy, thank you. 

 

 
Checklist 
 

x My company is a SIPA member. Panels for this project were both manufactured and  
  installed by a SIPA member. 
  

 

x I’ve enclosed both this checklist & registration form and the official entry form.  
nd have 
answered ALL 
questions 
completely.  

 

x I’ve enclosed the two required 8” x 10” photographs or electronic images as  

 defined in the SIPA Building Excellence Awards guidelines. 
 

Optional 
x I’ve enclosed photographs that display different stages of the building project. 
 

 

x I’ve enclosed the required floor plan drawing (no larger than 17” x 22” in size). 
 

 

x I’ve enclosed a letter from the building owner regarding the building project. 
 

 

 I’ve enclosed a list of local and/or area publications (name and full contact  

 information) for press release production. 
 

PLEASE CONFIRM 
I have read and understand the rules for this competition. This entry is structural insulated panel 
construction as defined in the SIPA Building Excellence Awards contest rules and fulfills all 
requirements outlined in these contest rules. 
 
I hereby submit my entry to the SIPA Building Excellence Awards. I understand by making this 
submission that my pictures will be used by the Structural Insulated Panel Association (SIPA) to 
promote the use of structural insulated panels. I hereby give permission to SIPA to use the enclosed 
pictures for any use they see fit in that endeavor. I understand that where possible, SIPA will give 
credit for pictures used to my company as listed above. 
 
  
Signature         Date     
 
Entries rece ived that  do not  contain  al l  required materia ls  wil l  be returned.  

Entries rece ived after  February 25, 2008 wil l  not be considered .  
 

Complete and return to the SIPA Off ice:   
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P.O. Box 1699  
Gig Harbor,  WA 98335  

 
For FedEx or UPS Deliveries ONLY:  

6659 Kimbal l  Drive NW,  D-404  
Gig Harbor,  WA 98335  

 
 
 
 

 
           

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 
Entry Number       Date Received      


