2026 SIPA Building Excellence Awards

24" ANNUAL

Official Entry Form APPLICATION DEADLINE: December 17, 2025

The Structural Insulated Panel Association (SIPA) is hosting the twentieth annual Building Excellence
Awards to recognize association members that build exemplary projects using structural insulated
panels (SIPs). The competition allows SIPA members to showcase their best work while demonstrating

the design flexibility, sustainability and energy

efficiency possible with SIP construction. Se I eCtSI Ps

ABetterWaytoBuild

3 Structural Insulated January26th, 27thand28t"/ Phoneix, Arizona
Panel Association Winning entries will be showcased at the 2026 SIPA Annual Meeting and SelectSIPs EXPO.
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Homes and commercial
buildings completed

between January 1, 2025

and December 31, 2025
are eligible.

Award Categories:

High Performance (any size or use category - judged only on
special High-Performance features or certifications)

Single Family ‘Small House’ under 900 sq. ft.

Single Family Homes over 3,000 sq. ft.

Single Family Homes under 3,000 sq. ft.

Multifamily

Agricultural

Commercial/Industrial/Institutional Buildings under 10,000 sq. ft.
Commercial/Industrial/Institutional Buildings over 10,000 sq. ft.

Renovations (residential or commercial, includes additions and
retrofit insulated panels)

Affordable Housing (excludes multifamily, home ownership cost
must be at or below 50% of median income for location)

Who is Eligible?

The submitting company must be a current SIPA member in good
standing

Structural insulated panels must be used on a minimum of 50% of
the building envelope, determined by square footage of exterior walls
and roof

The SIPs used on the project must be provided by a SIPA member
manufacturer

Installers, designers or other parties involved in the project who are
not SIPA members will not be recognized in awards materials.
However, builders or architects may apply for membership with their
entry, but must be full members in good standing prior to the closing
date for the entry to receive recognition.

Project must be completed between January 1, 2025 and December
31, 2025

Winning Entries

One winner will be chosen from each category. From the category
winners, an Overall Competition Winner and a Runner-Up will be
named.

Judges may hand out Honorable Mentions at their discretion

Winners will be recognized at the 2026 SIPA SelectSIPs EXPO
(Annual Meeting) January 26" — 28 Phoneix, Arizona.

SIPA will promote the winning entries on the SIPA website and
issue a press release to outside media

WWWw.sips.org


http://www.sips.org/

Guidelines

Member companies may make multiple entries, but a separate
entry form must be completed for each entry (except for same
project also submitted to High Performance category)

SIPA has the right to use the photos to promote SIPs to the
construction industry. All entries will be displayed on the
SIPA website.

The deadline for entries is December 17, 2025. All entries must
be received at the SIPA office on or before that date.

The following information and documentation are REQUIRED. Entries
without the required items will not be considered.

Completed and signed application

A minimum of two photos showing different views of the
completed project

Photographs must be submitted in digital form and be at least
2400 x 3000 pixels, or 8" x 10” at 300 dpi

Residential projects are encouraged to have a HERS Index
calculated by a RESNET certified home energy rater. High
Performance category projects must present a HERS Index with
blower door data. Commercial High-Performance projects must
provide other documentation of energy efficiency.

Additional documentation is not required but is highly recommended
to give the judges a clear picture of the project’s overall design,
sustainability, systems integration, and energy efficiency.

Additional photos showing the construction process and SIP
installation

Documentation of energy efficiency, such as a HERS report,
blower door test results, utility bill data, or infrared thermography

A thorough description of energy-efficient technologies other than
SIPs, as well as other innovative or sustainable features

Comments from the building owners regarding their satisfaction
with the building

A floor plan of the project. A single page line drawing no larger than

17” x 22” in size is sufficient. Please do not send full blueprints.

24'"PANNUAL

Judging Criteria

Each entry will be judged on
the following criteria:

® Design and structural
engineering innovation

® Creative use of SIP
construction

* Environmental
sustainability

New High Performance
Category criteria:

® Projects can compete
both here and in specific
building type category

® Only features pertaining
to eco-efficiency,
health, resilience, and
renewable energy are
considered here

® Energy efficiency
(quantified by HERS
Index, blower door and
other data)
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PARTICIPANT INFORMATION
Company Name: Prémier Building Systems
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Contact Name: BECKY Susan

Address: 18504 Canyon Road E

City: Puyal lu P

State: WA Zip: 98375

Phone: 253'846'5703

Emai: DSUSaN@premierbuildingsystems.com

Website: WWW.premierbuildingsystems.com

CATEGORY ENTRY (check one category)
[J Single Family ‘Small House’ under 900 sq. ft.
Single Family Homes over 3,000 sq. ft.
[J Single Family Homes under 3,000 sq. ft.
[0 Multifamily
[ Agricultural

PROJECT INFORMATION

[0 Commercial/Industrial/Institutional Buildings under 10,000 sq. ft.
[] Commercial/Industrial/Institutional Buildings over 10,000 sq. ft.
[J Renovations

[J Affordable Housing

High Performance (multiple category entry permitted)

Project Name: EPIC Structures Custom Net Zero Residence

Address:

ciy: Larkspur

State: CO Zip:80118

Date completed: May 2025

Total cost of project (exclusive of land): Not provided, $225/Sq ft (eXCIUding land & landscaping)

Dimensions of building (all floors of multi-story building):

Asking price/purchase price (Affordable Housing only):
N/A

Total sq. ft. of conditioned space:

6,874

BUILT BY (if different than applicant)
Epic Structures

Company Name:

Contact Name: Lukas Tobler

Phone:

Address: 13960 Furrow Road

city: Larkspur

State: CO Zip:80:|-:|-8

PANELS MANUFACTURED BY (SIPA members only)
Company Name: Premier Building Systems

Continued
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DESIGNED BY (if different than applicant — SIPA will only recognize members) " ANNUAR
Crown Jade Design & Engineering

Company Name:

Contact Name:l\/Iark Benjamin Phone:

Address:
ciy: Greeley state: CO zip: 80633

Please answer each question with as much detail as possible to help in the judging process.

Attach additional sheets if necessary.

Describe the end use of the building:

This building is alarge, multi-generational single-family residencedesignedor long-term,year-round
occupancyith the explicit goal of operatingasa net-zeroenergyhome The programincludesa5,100sq ft
primary residenceanda 750sqft fully equippedapartment over the garage supportingextendedamily
living, guestaccommodationgr independenbccupancywithin oneintegratechouseholdWith two full

How did SIP construction help you get this job?

SIP constructionwasessentiato deliveringthis large, multi-generationahomeat the costof conventional
code-built construction, while achievinghigherperformancedurability,andcomfort. Thehomewas
intentionallydesignedaroundSIPsto meeta strict $225 per square foot budget anda 12-month construction
schedulewithoutaddingcomplexity.ln additionto usingSIPsfor the exteriorenvelopeandroof, SIPs were
alsousedfor key interior wall assembliessignificantlyenhancingcomfort,acousticsandindoor
environmentaguality. This holistic SIP strategyenabledapiddry-in, predictablecosts,anda superioriving
environmenthatalignedwith theclient’'slong-termgoals.

SIP wall thickness and core material: 3:823 FT2 6" EPS exterior walls and 2,851 FT2 4" EPS interior walls
SIP roof thickness and core material: 4,283 FT2 12" GPS Max Roof Panels (7/16 OSB skins)

Describe the benefits of using SIPs on this project. Did SIPs help save time, labor, construction costs, or energy?

SIP constructiordeliveredmeasurabl®enefitsacrosperformancegonstructability andoccupantomfort:
* High thermal performance with low U-valuesin wall androof assemblies

* Reducedthermal bridging and air leakage enhancedvith closed-celsprayfoamdetailing

* Fasterenclosureand improved schedulereliability

* Predictable costs resultingin zerochangeorders

* Increasedstructural strength and durability

» Enhancedinterior comfort and soundcontrol throughthe useof SIP interior walls, which are
double-sheathedith solid-coreinsulation—faroutperformingconventionalnterior partitionsframedwith
drywall andfiberglassbatts

Describe any innovative design elements or structural engineering involved:

 Centeredoad pathsanda singleprimaryroofline to simplify structureandimproveefficiency
 Largeopenspansachievedusingsteel I-beamsembeddedwithin the floor system

* Superior Walls precastfoundation for thedaylightbasement

» Roof overhang®ptimizedfor passivesolar performance

» Useof SIPs for both exterior and interior walls, creatinga continuoussolid, andacousticallysuperior
interior environment

» Digital coordinationof architecturestructure andSIP layoutsprior to construction

Continued WWwWw.sips.org 5


http://www.sips.org/

?}CEL'—EI\/C&
S 5,

S 2
N \ k)
5 -]
Q P | )

24t ANNUAL

SIPA Building Excellence Application (Page 3 of 4)

Please list any certifications the project received, such as ENERGY STAR, LEED, National Green Building Standard,
WELL, Passive House, Green Globes or local green building programs. Only list certifications that are completed:

Net-Zero Ready, significantly exceeding 2021 Building Code Requirements

HERS Index (required only for High Performance Category and recommended for residential projects):

A HERSIndexwasnot generatedor this residenceasit wasnot required under the 2021IECC
Performance Path usedfor energycodecomplianceandoccupancyapprovalin Colorado.Thehomewas
reviewed permitted,andapproved for occupancy confirmingthatall applicableenergycoderequirements

Blower door test results (ACH50) (required only for High Performance Category and recommended for residential projects):

1.34ACH50
Air leakageestingperformedviay 2025

Energy use intensity in kBtu/ft2 (required only for High Performance Category and recommended for commercial projects):

Theresidences a high-performance, off-grid home designedo minimizeenergydemandn acold-climate
mountainenvironmentWinter energyconsumptions exceptionallyjow, measuredt 0.53 kBtu/ft?, reflecting
the effectivenes®f the SIP building envelope passivesolarorientation,andhigh-efficiencymechanical

Describe the HVAC system used on the project:

» Whole-househydronic in-floor heating throughoutll levels

> Onecircuit per room

° Three primary zones with dedicated zonepumps

* ENERGY STAR® Laars Combi water heater

» Heatingsystemsizedpreciselyto matchthereducedoadscreatedoy the SIP envelope

* Whole-houseHRV systemprovidingbalanced/entilationwhile preservingenergyefficiencyandindoorair

Describe any other energy-saving materials used in the building envelope other than SIPs. List U-values of windows used and the U or R-value of any
insulation materials. (judged only for High Performance Category)
* Superior Walls precastfoundation systemfor thedaylightbasement
» Basemenassemblybottomup):
> Vaporbarier
> Continuous2" EPSinsulation
o Nudura Hydrofoam 2%2" with UponorHePex

Please list any energy-efficient products or design features, such as lighting, hot water heating, appliances, passive solar (judged only for High
Performance Category):

» Hydronicradiantheatingon all levels
o Main level: 2" gypaete with UponorHePex
o Uppe level: unde-subfloor hydronc with duminumfinsand radiant barrier
* Interior SIP wall assembliesimprovingthermalstability, soundattenuationanddurability betweeriving
spaces
* High-performancevindowsandairtightenclosure

Were any solar panels installed on the project? If so, indicate the size of the system (judged only for High Performance Category):

Yes.

* 9.12kW solar photovoltaic system

» Two Fortress batteries (18.5kWh each)
» 37 kWh total battery storage

Continued WWwWw.sips.org 6
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Please list any sustainable materials or design features not listed above, such as recycled materials, low-VOC finishes,

landscaping, etc. (judged only for High Performance Category):

» Simplified structuralgeometryreducingmaterialwaste

» Digital designcoordinatiorminimizing constructiorerrorsandrework

* Durableassemblieslesignedor long servicelife

* SIP interior walls contributingto improvedl ndoor Environmental Quality (IEQ) by reducingnoisetransfer
increasinghermalstability, andeliminatinghollow cavity walls typically associateavith fiberglassnsulation

Any additional comments on the project:

This projectdemonstrateBow SIPscanredefineboth performancendlivability whenusedbeyondthe
exteriorenvelopeBYy incorporatingSIPs for exterior walls, roof, and interior partitions, thehomeachieves
exceptionaknergyefficiency,airtightnessandstructuraldurability while alsodeliveringsuperioracoustic
performance, indoor comfort, and long-term resilience Unlike conventionalnterior walls framedwith
drywall andfiberglassnsulation,SIPinterior walls aredouble-sheathedwith solid-coreinsulation,
significantlyimprovingsoundcontrol,durability, andoverallindoorenvironmentafuality. Combinedwith
passivesolardesign hydronicheating,andon-siteenergygenerationthe projectprovesthatnet-zero-ready,
high-performancéomescanbedeliveredwithout exceedingconventionalconstruction costswhendesign
andconstructiormethodsareintentionallyaligned.

CHECKLIST
My company is a SIPA member. Panels for this project were manufactured by a SIPA member.
| have answered ALL the questions completely

| have enclosed the two required electronic images of the completed project meeting the requirements stated in the SIPA Building Excellence
Awards guidelines

PLEASE CONFIRM: | have read and understand the rules for this competition. This entry is structural insulated panel construction as defined in the
SIPA Building Excellence Awards guidelines. | understand by making this submission that my pictures will be used by the Structural Insulated Panel
Association (SIPA) to promote the use of structural insulated panels. | hereby give permission to SIPA to use the enclosed pictures for any use they
see fit in that endeavor. | understand that where possible, SIPA will give credit for pictures used to my company as listed above.

Becky Susan 12.5.25

Signature: Date:

Entries that do not contain all required materials or are received after December 17, 2025 will
not beconsidered Complete application and submit electronically to info@sips.org

Or send hard copy applications to SIPA office: P.O. Box 39848, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33339

Structural Insulated
Panel Association

WWWw.sips.org
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	Each entry will be judged on the following criteria:
	New High Performance Category criteria:
	PARTICIPANT INFORMATION
	PROJECT INFORMATION
	Please answer each question with as much detail as possible to help in the judging process. Attach additional sheets if necessary.

	CHECKLIST

	Company: Premier Building Systems
	Contact Name: Becky Susan
	Address: 18504 Canyon Road E
	City: Puyallup
	State: WA 
	Zipcode: 98375
	Phone: 253-846-5703
	E-Mail: bsusan@premierbuildingsystems.com
	Website: www.premierbuildingsystems.com
	Single Family Small House under 900 sq ft: Off
	Single Family Homes over 3000 sq ft: On
	Single Family Homes under 3000 sq ft: Off
	Multifamily: Off
	Agricultural: Off
	CommercialIndustrialInstitutional Buildings under 10000 sq ft: Off
	CommercialIndustrialInstitutional Buildings over 10000 sq ft: Off
	Renovations: Off
	Affordable Housing: Off
	High Performance multiple category entry permitted: On
	Project Info - Name: Epic Structures Custom Net Zero Residence
	Project Info - Address: 
	Project Info - City: Larkspur
	Project info - State: CO
	Project info Zipcode: 80118
	Date Completed: May 2025
	Total Cost of Project: Not provided, $225/sq ft (excluding land & landscaping)
	Dimensions: 
	Asking purchase price Affordable Housing only: N/A
	Total sq ft of conditioned space: 6,874
	Built Company Name: Epic Structures
	Built Contact Name: Lukas Tobler
	Built Phone: 
	Built Address: 13960 Furrow Road
	Built City: Larkspur
	Built State: CO
	Built Zipcode: 80118
	Panels Manufactured by - Company Name: Premier Building Systems
	Designed by - Company Name: Crown Jade Design & Engineering
	Designed by - Contact Name: Mark Benjamin
	Designed by - Phone: 
	Designed by - Address: 
	Designed by - City: Greeley 
	Designed by - State: CO
	Designed by - Zip: 80633
	Texto26: This building is a large, multi-generational single-family residence designed for long-term, year-round occupancy with the explicit goal of operating as a net-zero energy home. The program includes a 5,100 sq ft primary residence and a 750 sq ft fully equipped apartment over the garage, supporting extended family living, guest accommodations, or independent occupancy within one integrated household. With two full kitchens, seven bedrooms, five bathrooms, and shared common spaces, the home was intentionally designed for aging-in-place, flexibility, and future adaptability. High-performance SIP construction, paired with efficient mechanical systems and on-site solar generation, enables the home to operate with extremely low energy demand—making net-zero performance an achievable long-term outcome rather than an added complexity.
	Texto27: SIP construction was essential to delivering this large, multi-generational home at the cost of conventional code-built construction, while achieving higher performance, durability, and comfort. The home was intentionally designed around SIPs to meet a strict $225 per square foot budget and a 12-month construction schedule without adding complexity. In addition to using SIPs for the exterior envelope and roof, SIPs were also used for key interior wall assemblies, significantly enhancing comfort, acoustics, and indoor environmental quality. This holistic SIP strategy enabled rapid dry-in, predictable costs, and a superior living environment that aligned with the client’s long-term goals.
	Texto28: 3,853 FT2 6" EPS exterior walls and 2,851 FT2 4" EPS interior walls
	Texto29: 4,283 FT2 12" GPS Max Roof Panels (7/16 OSB skins)
	Texto30: SIP construction delivered measurable benefits across performance, constructability, and occupant comfort:
• High thermal performance with low U-values in wall and roof assemblies
• Reduced thermal bridging and air leakage, enhanced with closed-cell spray foam detailing
• Faster enclosure and improved schedule reliability
• Predictable costs, resulting in zero change orders
• Increased structural strength and durability
• Enhanced interior comfort and sound control through the use of SIP interior walls, which are double-sheathed with solid-core insulation—far outperforming conventional interior partitions framed with drywall and fiberglass batts
 
Envelope Performance:
• Wall assembly (Drywall + SIP + LP siding): U-factor 0.0313
• Roof assembly (¾" T&G + SIP + asphalt shingles): U-factor 0.0167
 
 
	Texto31: • Centered load paths and a single primary roofline to simplify structure and improve efficiency
• Large open spans achieved using steel I-beams embedded within the floor system
• Superior Walls precast foundation for the daylight basement
• Roof overhangs optimized for passive solar performance
• Use of SIPs for both exterior and interior walls, creating a continuous, solid, and acoustically superior interior environment
• Digital coordination of architecture, structure, and SIP layouts prior to construction
 
	Texto32: Net-Zero Ready, significantly exceeding 2021 Building Code Requirements
	Texto33: A HERS Index was not generated for this residence, as it was not required under the 2021 IECC Performance Path used for energy code compliance and occupancy approval in Colorado. The home was reviewed, permitted, and approved for occupancy, confirming that all applicable energy code requirements were met or exceeded.
 
In lieu of a modeled HERS rating, the project demonstrates performance through measured, real-world energy use. Winter energy consumption is exceptionally low, measured at 0.53 kBtu/ft², reflecting the effectiveness of the high-performance building envelope and mechanical systems. The home operates off-grid, with all electrical needs supplied by on-site solar generation, and the only utility service is natural gas, supporting an ENERGY STAR®–rated high-efficiency boiler for space heating and domestic hot water.
This measured performance indicates energy efficiency that exceeds typical code-minimum residential benchmarks for a cold-climate mountain environment.
	Texto34: 1.34 ACH50
Air leakage testing performed May 2025
	Texto35: The residence is a high-performance, off-grid home designed to minimize energy demand in a cold-climate mountain environment. Winter energy consumption is exceptionally low, measured at 0.53 kBtu/ft², reflecting the effectiveness of the SIP building envelope, passive solar orientation, and high-efficiency mechanical systems.
Real-world performance has shown minimal to no heating demand on sunny winter days, confirming the effectiveness of the SIP envelope and passive solar design strategy. The home was engineered for a calculated peak heating demand of 79,000 BTU, ensuring comfort and reliability during extreme cold conditions while maintaining low overall energy use.
The home operates off-grid with on-site solar generation supplying all electrical needs. The only utility service is natural gas, used to support an ENERGY STAR®–rated high-efficiency boiler for space heating and domestic hot water.
	Texto36: • Whole-house hydronic in-floor heating throughout all levels
◦ One circuit per room
◦ Three primary zones with dedicated zone pumps
• ENERGY STAR® Laars Combi water heater
• Heating system sized precisely to match the reduced loads created by the SIP envelope
• Whole-house HRV system providing balanced ventilation while preserving energy efficiency and indoor air quality
 
	Texto37: • Superior Walls precast foundation system for the daylight basement
• Basement assembly (bottom up):
         ◦ Vapor barrier
         ◦ Continuous 2" EPS insulation
         ◦ Nudura Hydrofoam 2½" with Uponor HePex
         ◦ Total insulation value: R-17.5
         ◦ 4" concrete slab
• Andersen 100 Series windows:
         ◦ Picture windows U-0.24
         ◦ Slider windows U-0.28
	Texto38: • Hydronic radiant heating on all levels
         ◦ Main level: 2" gypcrete with Uponor HePex
         ◦ Upper level: under-subfloor hydronic with aluminum fins and radiant barrier
• Interior SIP wall assemblies, improving thermal stability, sound attenuation, and durability between living spaces
• High-performance windows and airtight enclosure
• Efficient lighting and electrical systems coordinated with SIP construction
	Texto39: Yes.
• 9.12 kW solar photovoltaic system
• Two Fortress batteries (18.5 kWh each)
• 37 kWh total battery storage
 
	Texto40: • Simplified structural geometry reducing material waste
• Digital design coordination minimizing construction errors and rework
• Durable assemblies designed for long service life
• SIP interior walls contributing to improved Indoor Environmental Quality (IEQ) by reducing noise transfer, increasing thermal stability, and eliminating hollow cavity walls typically associated with fiberglass insulation
 
	Texto41: This project demonstrates how SIPs can redefine both performance and livability when used beyond the exterior envelope. By incorporating SIPs for exterior walls, roof, and interior partitions, the home achieves exceptional energy efficiency, airtightness, and structural durability while also delivering superior acoustic performance, indoor comfort, and long-term resilience. Unlike conventional interior walls framed with drywall and fiberglass insulation, SIP interior walls are double-sheathed with solid-core insulation, significantly improving sound control, durability, and overall indoor environmental quality. Combined with passive solar design, hydronic heating, and on-site energy generation, the project proves that net-zero-ready, high-performance homes can be delivered without exceeding conventional construction costs when design and construction methods are intentionally aligned.
	My company is a SIPA member Panels for this project were manufactured by a SIPA member: On
	I have answered ALL the questions completely: On
	I have enclosed the two required electronic images of the completed project meeting the requirements stated in the SIPA Building Excellence: On
	Date: 12.5.25


